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Research Questions
1. Can identifiable patterns of 

engagement by female posters 
be discerned based on content 
of posts? 

2. Does the type of the jihadist 
group studied have any 
appreciable effect on female 
members’ posting content? 
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Plan of Action
To answer these questions, we developed two separate, but 
interrelated studies:

1. a qualitative study tracking and analyzing posting activities of 115 
Twitter accounts disseminating pro-IS content, and;

2. a second qualitative study of 36 women posting within AQ-
affiliated Twitter networks



Methodology
Method of Inquiry
◦ Qualitative Content 

Analysis

Data Collection
◦ Purposive Snowball 

Sampling
◦ Criteria for Inclusion

1. Female
2. Tweets in English
3. Associated with IS or AQ
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Criteria for Inclusion
Tweets
◦ “For those who mind sisters on twitter, can u 

please block me if you dislike my postings?” 
(User #25, 2015). 

User Names/Account Handles
◦ Female kunya (i.e., “umm”, which means 

mother) and nasab, (i.e., “bint”, which means 
daughter, and “ukht”, which means sister)
◦ For example: @bint_shann;  @ukht_minnie; 
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Criteria for Inclusion

Black 
Standard

JN Flag

AQ Flag

IS Flag
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Emotional Support
AQ User #11: [RT] Don't forget to make 
DUA for your brothers the Mujahideen. 
#Nusra #Shaam #Jihaad (April 20, 2015)



Propaganda Sharing

AQ User #21: Bomb the real terrorists→ Assad's 
regime ← NOT innocent civilians who have no place 
to run or hide. Wake up world. (August 12, 2015)



Educational Tweeting
AQ User #24: Waiting for the 
word "terrorism" to be 
removed from our vocabulary, 
since it has already lost all 
meaning & definition through 
wrongful & overuse (June 19, 
2015)

AQ User #25: I wont do Jihad 
as I’m just a sister and its not 
fit for us women to do it [link] 
(May 5, 2015)



Fundraising
AQ User 16:  “Support 
[mujahideen] by 
funding them, raising 
awareness on their 
plight, assisting their 
families and praying” 
(March 16, 2017)



Recruitment
AQ User #7: Dear sisters 
encourage your husbands to go 
for Jihād and remind him that you 
and his children will be in the 
preservation … (August 16, 2015)

IS instructional 
manuals on 
migrating to 
Syria 

IS User: Wallahi ...My sister has 
just messaged me she has just 
got into the Islamic State! 
Alhamdulillah ♥May Allah accept 
her hijrah aameen! 



Support for Violence

AQ User #10: “A bullet a day.. Keeps the 
kuffar away.. 😍” (March 8, 2015)



Conclusion
Limitations
◦ Sample size
◦ Criteria for inclusion 

Future Studies
◦ Include more social media sites
◦ Include more types of pro-jihadist organizations

Implications
◦ Policy & Social Responses

◦ Increased vigilance on Twitter
◦ Target AQ and IS women separately
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